Kington Town Council Autumn update

Hot News for November! 
The new round of grant applications is now open. Go to the 'Council information' page and click on the grants link in the left-hand menu column.
Some of the issues the newly elected town council has been tackling include speeding in Mountford Road, (and speeding generally), postal deliveries, the impact of cuts in Kington, and planning for next year’s Diamond Jubilee.  

Herefordshire Council is facing cuts of over £10million and we have to be on the alert for cuts that may affect services in Kington. We will know later this year what cuts are planned and what decisions we must take in response.  

KTC is supporting the Kington Local Action Plan group (KLAP), which is drawing up plans for the future of the town and over the next few months will be seeking ideas from local people about what they want for the town.

The Churchyard committee has plans to tidy up the churchyard and carry out necessary work to the trees; work is going forward in the recreation ground under its new management committee and we hope to appoint a new Lengthsman for minor highway and path maintenance in the town. 

We seem to be inundated with strategies, policies and consultations from central government and Herefordshire Council. Change is everywhere and keeping up with this and keeping an eye on what will affect local people can be a tough task.

The town council office is now staffed four days a week and regular reports are posted on the Kington Blackboard (www.kingtonblackboard.org) and our own website (www.kingtontowncouncil.gov.uk) 

Jubilee plans 2012

The Queens Diamond Jubilee is being celebrated next year with a four day holiday. On Sunday 3rd June, people will be encouraged to hold a traditional street party or a picnic lunch. In the afternoon The Thames Diamond Jubilee Pageant will take place on the Thames and consist of up to 1,000 boats from across the UK, the Commonwealth and around the world. On Monday 4th June, there will be a televised Diamond Jubilee Concert at Buckingham Palace and communities and individuals throughout the United Kingdom and the Commonwealth will light a network of 2,012 Beacons. On Tuesday 5th June, there will be a Service of Thanksgiving at St Paul’s Cathedral and a formal carriage Procession by The Queen. 
At the invitation of Kington’s Mayor, Bob Widdowson, a number of local groups and individuals are discussing what we can do in Kington. Ideas include repeating the successful Kington Past event in the High Street on the Saturday, children’s events on the Monday at the Football Club, a community service at St Mary’s to celebrate community life in the town and using the Market Hall as a temporary cinema/ theatre to show films of Kington and relay national televised events. The Market Hall could also be used for other events over the weekend. Some parts of the town are also planning street parties. What about a Beacon on Bradnor?

All ideas welcome. Drop into the council office or email kingtontc@tiscali.co.uk. We will post dates for future meetings on the council website and the Blackboard and all are welcome to attend. 

Housing for local people – make sure you are registered

In June, Kington Town Council encouraged local people to register for housing from Marches Housing Association, which has introduced a policy of giving local people preference for properties in Kington. Despite this they had found it difficult to get local people to apply for them, and are keen to encourage more single people in Kington to put their names on the housing waiting list. Since then, more people have registered but it is important to remind people to do this. Especially single people who may think they have no chance of getting a home in Kington. There are properties available in Kington but if local people do not take them then they will be given to people from elsewhere in the county. To get an application for  contact Home Point at 135 Eign Street Hereford HR4 OAJ or phone 01432 359 500 or Email: info@home-point.info

