Kington Town Council February 2012
Precept and Budget for 2012/13: The budget for 2012-2013 has been set at £73300 with a precept (council tax) demand of £60900 compared to £58000 in 2011/12 - an increase of 5% or £1.32 for a Band D property. The budget includes amounts set aside to support the Jubilee celebrations in June (see separate article), an increase in funding available to support local groups, and extra planting in the town centre. With no firm date for the new waste site we have also provided for freighter visits throughout the year. Each freighter costs the town council £380. 

Councillors' allowances: KTC has been reviewing the allowances for councillors travel expenses when they are required to attend meetings elsewhere in the county. We have also been looking at introducing a dependent carers allowance. At present, someone with caring responsibilities for children or a dependent relative often has to pay for care out of their own pocket when they attend a council meeting. This can discourage someone from standing for election if they cannot afford it and it can also unfairly limit a councillor with caring responsibilities from playing an active role in council affairs. 
Grants to local groups: at the end of 2011, KTC gave the following grants:

Kington and District Operatic Society - £500

Herefordshire Nature Trust – Wildplay childrens play sessions - £500 

Kington Walks - £500 

Kington Chamber of Trade – In kind provision of paints and materials up to the value of £400 to paint the market hall using volunteers. 

The next round of grants will be in March. The date for submission of applications will be advertised on the Council’s website and the Market Hall notice board.
Christmas Lights: A new contractor was used for the 2011 lights following the problems that occurred in 2010. Lights were installed and switched on in time for the Christmas Food Fair and generally well received.

Community Safety: The Town Council will be holding a community safety awareness event on 20 March between 3pm and 7pm at the Burton Hotel. The event will include information about flood awareness (did you know Kington is one of 6 areas in the county most at risk of flooding?), fire safety and other aspects of safety at home. 

Lengthsman: Patrick Edwards is the new Lengthsman / handyman for Kington Town Council. If you see something that needs fixing e.g. blocked gullies, overgrown hedges etc. let us know.

Planning: KTC’s Planning Committee meets monthly to consider planning applications in the town. KTC cannot refuse a planning application (that can only be done by Herefordshire Council) but it is consulted on all applications and asked for its view. In the last few months, it has objected to an application to convert a shop in Bridge Street to living accommodation, and a proposal to build four houses on vacant land behind the Oxford in Duke Street. 

New Doctors’ Surgery: KTC is concerned at the lack of good pedestrian access to the new surgery currently being built out of town. We are particularly concerned that people without access to a car living in the east of the town at Sunset face a long walk because of the lack of a footpath on the bypass between the two roundabouts and from the Headbrook roundabout up to the surgery site. 

We understand that the surgery may provide a bus service but no details are yet known. However, apart from the surgery there is anyway a case for a footpath between the roundabouts and for a lower speed limit along that stretch. What do you think? Let us know. 

French market on Saturday 31st March 2012

Following a meeting with Herefordshire Council about encouraging markets in the town, the French Market from Normandy, a regular visitor to the county, is making its first visit to Kington on Saturday 31st March 2012. It is hoped this will attract more shoppers to the town to benefit our own local shops. 

The Kington Town Council offices are at 2 Mill Street, Kington. The office is normally open 10am - 4pm, four days a week. Monday, Wednesday and Friday, plus either the Tuesday or Thursday If you wish to visit, please telephone first.  01544 239098

Jubilee events – 2nd - 6th June

Planning for the Diamond Jubilee over the weekend of 2nd-6th June is progressing well. The Town Council has booked the Burton Hotel’s function room to make it available to local groups wishing to put on an event over the weekend. Bookings to date include the Twinning Association for a cabaret on Saturday evening, TafRaf, a group of talented young local musicians for a Ceilidh on Sunday evening and there will be a tea dance on Tuesday afternoon.

Local film enthusiast, Harvey Jones, is planning a film show of Kington memories over the last 60 years on Saturday afternoon. 

On Sunday morning, St. Mary’s church is holding a community service to celebrate the clubs and societies and all their volunteers that contribute so much to the town.  

On Monday the Football Club is organising a day of events for children of all ages and we are hoping to light a beacon in the evening as part of the national beacon chain. The fire service has also offered a bonfire for that evening. Rita at the community shop is busy fundraising for the weekend and Kington Town Council may also be able to offer some funding. 

If you and your neighbours are planning an event, let us know. If you need support in cash or kind, contact the Town Council to discuss your needs. We may be able to help. 

Queen to visit Herefordshire’s Diamond Day event 

The Queen will be visiting Herefordshire’s Diamond Day event on King George V fields in Hereford on 11th July 2012. The event will draw together communities and groups from around the county, young and old, and will include a wide range of groups that contribute to life in Herefordshire. The aim is to highlight the diversity and richness of our communities and feature sports, music, dance, local arts and crafts, voluntary groups and charities as well as providing an opportunity to showcase businesses and industries associated with the county.

Kington and other market towns have been asked to prepare outline plans for a display at the event. Each town will have a large marquee for its display. A group including town councillors and local people has submitted an outline plan for Kington’s display based on the theme of ‘From a sustainable past to a sustainable future’. The overall concept is the ecology of a whole community – the linkages of farming, local business and local organisations. We will, by relating the present to the history of Kington, show its openness to innovation and entrepreneurship, and its commitment to developing future opportunities that will ensure its sustainability.  

The exhibit will be a journey through Kington past, present and future and will take the visitor through four themes – the farming community; the business community; the life of the community; and the sustainable community – into the future.  

We hope to have the display ready for the Jubilee weekend for a premiere in the Market Hall before Diamond Day. But we need ideas and lots of help. Can you help to make Kington’s display the best on the day?    

