Kington Town Council updates August - September 2011

August

Kington in Bloom - entrants will be judged in August and a winners presentation to be held on Saturday 27th August 2011 at Turner's Garden Centre
Health and Safety - a Task and Finish group was established to formulate a Health and Safety policy and risk assessment for the council
Bus services - The Ward Councillor, Terry James, reported that following the decision of Herefordshire Council to look at the provision of bus services, he was pleased to report that there would be no reduction in the services for the residents of Kington. 
Waste Site - 
Cllr. James also highlighted the situation in relation to the completion of the Waste site. The delay revolved around contractual matter with the bio mass site in Worcestershire.
Locality working - KTC discussed the Revised Localities framework:

 1) Local ward member to have responsibility for engaging with town council and other PCs in the locality

2) Locality working to commence by end October 2011
Planning documents -  Electronic planning arrangement to begin September 2011 and paper system withdrawn by end 2012. From that date planning documents will only be available electronically, requiring KTC to purchase the necessary equipment to display planning documents at its meetings, eg internet connection, projector and screen.
 

Health and social care -   Report from Health and social care group (Cllrs Bradbury and Widdowson, and Kay Birchley

· additional information about health and social care needs being sought from HC research dept

· HC Deputy Leader Chris Chappel , has agreed to meet to discuss

· Possible public meeting later in the year

· Responsibilities and current position confused.
· Issue placed on Market Towns Forum agenda for discussion with other market towns.
Kington Leisure Centre -The Mayor reports that the Leisure Centre  Management Committee was in discussion with HALO about a possible merger; formal proposals to be considered in October for consultation later in the year.
September
Parking charges - KTC objected to the lack of consultation prior to the decision and resolved to hold a public meeting with invitations to The Cabinet Member for Highways, Cllr Blackshaw, and other Herefordshire councillors to discuss the matter
Footpath to new surgery - A Task and Finish group was established to investigate this issue (Cllrs Williams S, Kibblewhite, Bradbury and Gardner). 
Jubilee tree planting - Resolved to plant a tree in the churchyard to make the Diamond Jubilee.
Scrutiny - KTC adopted revised Communication Policy and Community Engagement Strategy recommended by Scrutiny Committee.
Refurbishment of the War Memorial - KTC agreed a quote for refurbishment  of the War memorial to mark the 90th anniversaries of the original dedication the memorial and the establishment of the British Legion in 1921. The work will be completed in time for a small ceremony on 11th November at 11am as well as Remembrance Day on 13th November.
New town seating - A Task and Finish Group (Cllrs Williams S, Reid and Gardner) were tasked with resolving issues around the bench in the Coach House (formerly sited outside the Museum) and opportunities for new seating to be provided in the town. 
 
 

