[image: image1.png]Local Policing %3

An update from your Local Policing Team ‘
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Find out more about Local Policing at www.westmercia.police.uk




On Your Bike!

Local Policing Teams in Herefordshire are turning more and more to the use of mountain bikes as part of a thrust by West Mercia Constabulary to maintain our close links with the local community, whilst developing a higher level of response to incidents.


Acting Superintendent Sue Thomas, head of policing in Hereford City, said, "You'll see many more of your Local Police Officers and Community Support Officers resorting to bikes across the county - and this will have a number of benefits, both for us and you."
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"People love to see officers walking the streets and we really want to keep that face-to-face contact. But such is the size of our Local Policing beats (each about a quarter of the City), it can take some while for an officer to get to a job on foot. The use of bikes maintains that great "bobby on the beat" feel but allows staff to respond to incidents in a much timelier fashion," she said.


A fitter officer is another result of the initiative, to which A/Sgt Keith Ramone of the Aylestone and Tupsley LPT can testify. Sgt Ramone said, "The nature of police work means that staff have to have a very high level of fitness and patrolling on bikes does help to maintain that - it's so much better than sitting in a stuffy car!"


The black and white, chunky-tyred, police-liveried bikes are now a common sight in many areas, particularly in Hereford, where the use of cycles is often quicker that four-wheeled forms of transport. And children show just as much interest in the police bikes and the officers' equipment as they do in the police cars.

Even in more rural areas, officers are rising to the two-wheeled challenge. In the Golden Valley, CSO Dave Rowley from Peterchurch regularly uses his bike to cover great swathes of the local countryside and can now cycle up Stockley Hill with only one stop!


"It's so important to us," said Supt Thomas, "that we keep in close contact with all our communities and this initiative enables us to do just that. Coupled with faster response times than foot patrols, lower fuel costs and fitter officers, it's a win-win situation all round."

__________________________________________________________________________________

Focus Found - Four Charged

In the January issue of this Newsletter, we asked you to be alert for a silver VW Golf used by bogus officials. Our more recent media releases changed that to a black Ford Focus ST. We put out advice on not letting unwanted callers into your homes and to call police quickly. We are pleased to inform you that the plan worked!
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On Tuesday 10th February police seized the black Ford Focus after a high-speed chase and arrested four men, who have now been charged with a number of distraction burglaries across the region. They await trial at Crown Court.

A vigilant builder and others in Bromyard spotted a black Ford Focus ST with four men in it and called police immediately. Shortly after that, a man in Hereford called police to say four men had just left, having tried to get into his home.


Armed with the Bromyard number plate details, police were able to intercept the vehicle on the A49 at Callow and arrest four men from the vehicle. The police would like to thank you all for doing exactly as we asked. By working together, we can all ensure that we keep Herefordshire safe!

New Member of Staff at Kington

A warm welcome to Mrs Denise Naylor who joins the Kington Policing Team. Denise is our new Front Counter Clerk at the Police Station. Incidentally a  reminder for those who do attend the Police Station that there is a phone linked to our Communication Centre to the right hand side of the front door. By using this phone it could save any delay or return journey, local officers can be contacted directly via radios and if nearby can return to the station to deal with your matter. The Station is open at the times given below:-
Kington Front Counter Opening Times

Mondays: 13:00 – 17:00 hours

Tuesdays: 09:00 – 13:00 hours

Wednesdays: 09:00 – 13:00 hours

Thursdays: 13:00 – 17:00 hours

Fridays: 09:00 – 13:00 hours

Excluding Bank Holidays
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    A/Sgt Keith Ramone & CSO Leeanne Marwick in full cycle kit
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