Kington Town Council

The Old Police Station, Market Hall Street, Kington HR5 3DP
Telephone 01544 239098 Maobile: 07483 914 485
email: clerk@kingtontowncouncil.gov.uk

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on
Monday 10*" January 2022 at the Oxford Arms, Duke Street, Kington

MEMBERS PRESENT IN ATTENDANCE
Clir. R. Widdowson - Chair
ClIr. E. Banks
Clir. R. Banks Liz Kelso - Clerk
Clir. ). Cooke
Clir. F. Hawkins
Clir. J. Gardner 1 representative — West Mercia Police
Cllr. B. Macleod-Needs Clir. T. James — Ward Councillor
Clir. D. Redmayne 3 members of the public
Clir. E. Rolls 2 members of the press
Cllr. . Spencer
Cllr. R. Warne
Agenda

ltem Minute

To note apologies, declarations of interest and requests for

1 001-22 dispensation
Apologies were noted from Clirs. T. Bounds, P. Edwards, R. MacCurrach & M. Fitton.
There no declarations of interest and no requests for dispensation.

2 002-22 Minutes
The Minutes of the meeting held on 6" December 2021, which had been previously
circulated, were approved and the Chairman authorised to sign the Minutes as a
true record of proceedings at that meeting.

3 003-22 Public Participation
a) Police Report
PCSO Felix Rawlinson presented a report from West Mercia Police outlining incidents
within the Town since the last meeting including incidents of anti social behaviour in
Llewellin Road, damage to a vehicle in Mill Street, a car stolen from Bridge Street
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b)
c)
4 004-22
5 005-22
6 006-22
7 007-22
a)
b)
c)

and sheep stolen from a farm. The Safer Neighbourhood Team are happy to provide
advice and guidance on crime prevention and warned that online fraud is still
prevalent in the county

Matters raised by members of the public in attendance
There were no matters raised by members of the public in attendance

Ward Councillor Report

Members noted the verbal report from ClIr. James including:

e an update on staffing at Herefordshire Council including the resignation of a
senior director and a councillor

e Clir. James has written to the Chief Executive objecting to the proposals on car
park charges in Kington

e The potential for council tax rise in Herefordshire and

® Ongoing issues with Children’s Services

Mayor’s Report

Members noted the Mayor’s verbal report detailing mayoral engagements including
the Parish Lunch and the success of the group running this venture. The Mayor will
also attend the first of a series of engagement in the coming year to celebrate the
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee, beginning with an event at Hereford Cathedral in
February.

Reports from Councillors on meetings attended
There was nothing to report under this agenda item.

Clerk’s Report
The Clerk’s report, as attached to these Minutes, was noted.

Financial Matters

Payments

Payments totalling £9,084.41 (inclusive of VAT) as attached to these Minutes were
agreed.

Insurance Renewal

The clerk presented the invitation for renewal of the Council’s insurance policy for
the forthcoming year, noting that sums insured had been adjusted to include
purchases through the year including the lease of the new Christmas lights and that
this renewal represented part of a three year agreement. It was also noted that
building valuations were based upon a revaluation conducted by insurers two years
ago. After some discussion, it was agreed that this policy be renewed at a cost of
£4.446.60 inclusive of Insurance Premium Tax.

Grant to Kington Recreation Ground Trust
Members noted and agreed a request from Kington Recreation Ground Trust for the
budget for the grant to the Recreation Ground to amount to £60,500 for goods,
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services and running costs for financial year 2022-2023. It was noted that grant
funding of £10,000 has been received by the Town Council for the purchase and
installation of outdoor gym equipment for the Recreation Ground and that this is
included in the grant request.

d) 2022-2023 Budget
Clir. R. Banks presented the draft budget for 2022-2023, noting the impact in
particular of the grant funding received and to be received from Herefordshire
Council for expenditure which will fall partly in 2021-22 and partly in 2022-23. After
due consideration, the budget as presented and as attached to these Minutes, was
agreed.

e) 2022-2023 Precept
It was unanimously agreed that a precept of £117,500.00 be requested from
Herefordshire Council for the year 1.4.2022 —31.3.2023 as indicated in the agreed
budget. Members noted that due to a change in the tax base, this represents a small
decrease in the parish element of the council tax paid by band D equivalent
properties in Kington for the year.

f) Welcome Back Funding
i.  Christmas Decorations Project
It was noted that the banners had been removed from around lampposts on
twelfth night, the majority of which can be reused next year. The remaining
lights will be taken down over the next week and stored locally.

ii.  Christmas Decorations Working Group
It was agreed that the Christmas Decorations Working Group originally
established for one year be extended for the forthcoming year. Plans will
start shortly for the next year’s events/displays.

iii. Food Festival Marketing
Additional marketing for the Winter Food Festival has now been completed
and all invoices received so that a claim can be made to Herefordshire
Council for payment under the Welcome Back Funding Grant.

iv.  Festival Marketing
The Festivals Group has now identified a corporate logo for all future town
events and will present their recommendation to the Town Council at an
additional meeting to be held on 17" January 2022. Work has also begun on
the leaflet which will support future festivals and events in the town to be
distributed through Tourist Information Offices.

g) Great Places to Visit Fund
i.  Shop Front Grant Scheme
The Clerk reported that four applications have been received to date and
some potential applicants have already indicated that they are experiencing
difficulties in obtaining quotes by the deadline indicated. The Clerk will check
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with Herefordshire Council with a view to extending the deadline slightly to
enable more shops to apply.

ii. Planter Project
Members noted a report on activities from the Kington in Bloom working
group who have developed a specification for the project and have met with
Balfour Beatty to discuss locations for the planters. The specification now
needs to be refined and sent out for quotations which are to be considered
at the meeting in February. Some research has also been undertaken on
ongoing maintenance costs for the planters which will also be presented for
consideration at a later meeting.

iii. Map project
Members noted that the specification for is now being drafted.

h) Green Spaces Grant Application
There has been no progress on this project since the last meeting.

8 008-22 Car Park Charges in Kington
Members noted correspondence from Herefordshire Council regarding a proposal to
charge for car parking in Herefordshire Council owned car parks which are currently
provided free of charge. Following discussions, it was agreed that this council is
strongly opposed to the proposals on the following grounds:

e that the rationale for introducing car park charges is stated as being to to ensure
“a coherent approach to policy is applied equally across the City and all our
market towns”. However, this is contrary to government guidelines, is
inappropriate as it ignores the unique characteristics, demographics,
topography, and layout of the individual market towns.

e All the market towns except Kington have had a Transport Survey carried out.
Making assumptions about the appropriateness of a unified approach to the
application of this policy is premature without this survey.

e There is little or no parking provision for most residential properties within the
town boundary forcing most to use the car parks for residential parking.

e High Street businesses serve not only immediate town residents but attract
shoppers from the surrounding villages. Recent work on Herefordshire Council’s
Economic Development Plan for Kington identified lack of appropriate parking or
public transport as a real barrier to economic development of the town.

e Public transport options for residents and visitors are very limited with no public

transport to the other market towns and a very limited service to Hereford. The
“other means” of travel suggested in the proposal simply do not exist.
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9

10

11

009-22

010-22

011-22

® The small independent shops in Kington have suffered hugely from the
pandemic. A significant investment to support local businesses by attracting
visitors and shoppers to the town is underway through shop front enhancement
schemes, better signage, town beautification and im provements to visitor
attractions. The provision of free car parking is a major part of this process and
these proposals are contrary to the county-wide efforts to support local
businesses and attract visitors.

* The proposed level of charge will impact significantly on the household budgets
of residents forced to use the car parks, many of whom are already on very low
incomes.

* Previous correspondence has suggested that the town council may wish to
consider taking over responsibility for the car parks under the Community Asset
Transfer provisions. The Town Council has indicated a willingness to consider
this but awaits further information. Until this option is clarified, the proposals
are premature.

The Clerk was instructed to write to Herefordshire Council accordingly and invite
officers to a Town meeting to explain their proposals. It was further agreed that the
Clerk in conjunction with the Mayor and Deputies be authorised to make
arrangements for a public meeting for this purpose.

Queen’s Green Canopy

Members noted that the parishes of Kington Rural and Huntingdon have agreed to
participate in the project to plant trees as part of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee
celebrations on the approach to Hargest Ridge. This proposal must also be put to
Commoners and once agreed will enable trees to be ordered. A further report will
be made to the next meeting.

Reports from Committees
Members noted the following reports from committee:

® Planning Committee meeting held on 20% December 2021

Date and time of next meeting

The next scheduled meeting will take place at 7.00pm on Monday 7t February 2022,
venue to be confirmed. It was also confirmed that a short additional meeting will
take place on Monday 17 January 2022 to agree proposals for a logo to be
commissioned for Festivals marketing to be funded through the Welcome Back
Fund.

The following item was identified for the February meeting in addition to those
items noted within these minutes:

® Progress on request for speed reduction on the A44
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There being no further business, the meeting was declared closed.

Chairman
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KINGTON TOWN COUNCIL
Meeting held on Monday 10 January 2021
Agenda item 6 - Clerk’s Report

This report identifies activities of the Clerk since the last meeting other than those addressed elsewhere on
the agenda or addressed by other Members as part of their report and includes some items which are for
information.

1

Town Council meetings

As has been noted previously, a risk assessment is required for Town Council meetings to take into
account all risks associated with holding public meetings including measures required to mitigate those
risks. Following the emergence of the Omicron version of the Covid virus, that risk assessment has been
amended to reinforce the recommendation for the wearing of masks during the meeting, keeping doors
and windows open for ventilation and social distancing wherever possible,

Code of Conduct Statement of Financial Interests

Members are reminded that any change in matters reported in the Statement of Financial Interests must
be notified to the Monitoring Officer within 28 days of the change.

Business Briefing

There was a meeting between Herefordshire Council and businesses in Kington on 7" December,
attended by Paul Walker, Chief Executive of Herefordshire Council. A follow up meeting has now been
arranged by Herefordshire Council on Wednesday 12" January as an online meeting at 5.30pm.

Emails and Cyber Security

Local Councils are being targeted by fraudsters who send emails purporting to come from a member of
the council (frequently the Chair) asking for “assistance” or “help”. Often thisis accompanied by a
request to purchase vouchers or gift cards, sending the code from these to the email address or phone
number quoted in the email.
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Appendix 2
Payment Schedule

Kington Town Council: Minutes of the meeting of the Full Council, 10.01.2022 Page 8 of 14



- 3 3WBaYIS JueIH |1IDUNOD UMO| uojBury
LL'26S'T 3 | 9SSt J | TELEET F 15nJ| punolig uoiealnay
yuesd e se apew syuawded jo g0}
8Y'6ZL 3 |8S'TZT 3 | 06'£09 3 pun 3oeg awodsm
penia2a4 spueld yEnoayy apew syuawAed Jo |e1o)
NOLLYINHOANI ¥04
Tr'v80°6 3 |sg8py 3 | 95'SE9'R 3 sauejes
duipnjoxs Yiuow siyl syuswied jezol
B 3
i 3
g 3
- 3
5766 7 |o€'zT 7 |96'98 7 Bunaew| zzoz'1'8T-Aq Aueg spAo|1|EET
[eassay Suipnjau; ‘sasuadxe 8210
€6°'ET ¥ [66'E 3 | ¥6°61 F S9[gEWnsuUo) - juels ay Sovd SEM|ZET
00°09 ¥ 00°09 F 1043407 158 punoJo uoijeatnay Sove 10-3U0]) 1s3d SMH|TET
8 6Tl 3 |BS'TL 3 | 06'LSE 3 Fu1ISYJeN [EA1IS34 POOS - JGM Sove UONeID0SSY SMIN Spue|pllAl| 0ET
00¢S8 3 00'Z58 3 pJeAyainyD - Buino ssein Sove sueAj yjaJsen|eet
09'91vr'y F 09°9%1'y E; |BM3USI 33ueInsy| Savd WwejjeH SdM|8¢T
86°ST 3 |VEY 3 | P9'TT ¥ Asuoneys Savd N3 uozewy|/gT
00°€ZET ¥ 105022 J [ 05°20T°T ES ‘julell Uiseqpuey 3a)10] - Juels) 29y Savd "p11 ®1edjje |9zt
S 3 |1L€ 3 [¥Sgr 3 tuswdinb3 200 Sove N3 uozewy Szt
¥8°G81T ¥ |L6'0E 3 | L8'FST ¥ Jaquiadag Suning sseus - Juels) 29y SJvd 3pIMAIUNDD pZT
|00°06T E 0006t E) |EJUBY 22140 Sove [12Uno) aJiyspiojalay €T
v1°L28 ] w1'LC8 i (1aquwadaq) saiiejes Sove JHINH ZZT
00'99¢ F |EEWY 3| £9°TTT E puegpeosq x@ auoydajal | TZoZ'ZT'TT - AQ 19 121
LB'CEE F |L0LS 3| 08'SLT ¥ sunexiew| 1zoz'zI9T - aa yueg spAo|ozrT
|eAnsa) Buipnjaul ‘sasuadxa oy
juswiieq jezo] 1¥YA 19N *J9Y anuIAl |- |lela@| :adA1juawdeq aalked| #1ayonop

Z207°'T°0T uo panoidde syuswAhed jo ajnpayss
[12uUno) umo] uoaSun)y




Appendix 3
Agreed Budget 2022-2023
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