iy Kington Town Council

KINGTON The Old Police Station, Market Hall Street, Kington HR5 3DP

HEREFORDSHIRE

Telephone 01544 239098 Mobile: 07483 914 485
email: clerk@kingtontowncouncil.gov.uk

Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on

Monday 9t January 2023 at the Old Police Station,

Market Hall Street, Kington

MEMBERS PRESENT IN ATTENDANCE
Cllr. D. Redmayne — Chair Liz Kelso — Town Clerk
Cllr. E. Banks Ruth Robinson — Assistant Clerk
Cllr. R. Banks
ClIr. J. Cooke Cllr. T. James — Ward CliIr., Herefordshire Council
Clir. M. Fitton 7 members of the public
Cllr. F.Hawkins
Clir. E. Rolls 2 members of the press
Clir. P. Sell
CliIr. I. Spencer — to agenda item 10 only
Clir. R. Warne
Clir. R. Widdowson
Agenda
Item Minute
To note apologies, declarations of interest and requests for
1 001-23 dispensation
Apologies were noted from Clir. B. Macleod-Needs. There were no declarations of
interest and no requests for dispensation.
2 002-23 Minutes
The Minutes of the meeting held on 5" December 2022, having been previously
circulated, were adopted after an amendment to those attending. The Chair
authorised to sign on behalf of the Town Council as a true record of proceedings at
that meeting.
3 003-23 Public Participation
a) Police Report

A representative from West Mercia Police was unable to attend the meeting but had
provided a written report which the Members noted.
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5

6

b)

004-23

005-23

006-23

d)

Matters raised by members of the public in attendance
During the period for members of the public to raise matters of concern, the
following was noted:

e Concern over lack of action from private landlord in the High Street where the
building is damaging nearby properties and part of the building has collapsed. It
was agreed to invite the Chief Executive of the property company to a meeting
to discuss the issue. In the meantime, concern was also expressed that part of
the empty property is occupied by vulnerable tenants living in sub standard
conditions.

Ward Councillor Report

Members noted the report from the Ward Councillor outlining low morale in
Herefordshire Council. The budget is currently being consulted on. The Ward
Councillor also noted that an expected meeting to discuss the Kington Transport
Survey had been cancelled.

Mayor’s Report
The Mayor’s report as attached to these Minutes was noted.

Clerk’s Report
The Clerk’s report as attached was noted.

Financial Matters
Payments now due
Payments totalling £6,423.22 (inclusive of VAT where payable) were approved.

Grant request from Kington Recreation Ground Trust
Members noted and agreed the request for a total grant allocation of £67,000 for
Kington Recreation Ground Trust for the forthcoming 2023-2024 financial year.

2023-2024 Budget

CliIr. R. Banks presented the recommended draft budget by the Finance and General
Purposes Committee for financial year 2023-2024, outlining the various expenditure
items and rationale behind the draft as presented. After due consideration, it was
unanimously agreed to accept the budget as attached to these Minutes for the
2023-2024 financial year.

2023-2024 Precept

It was unanimously agreed to request a precept of £117,500 from Herefordshire
Council for financial year 2023-2024. Members noted this remains unchanged from
the current year but a slight drop in the tax base means the annual cost for a band D
equivalent property will rise by 92 pence for the year from £130.00 to £130.92.
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8

g)

007-23

b)

008-23

Community Grants

Of the remaining applications for Community Grants for the current round, a small
number have been asked to provide additional information but have not yet done so
A further application has now been withdrawn. There were therefore no further
grant requests for consideration at this meeting.

Current year budget adjustment

Members noted that the Mayor would not be drawing the mayors allowance for this
financial year. It was unanimously agreed that the budget allowance of £1,000 be
moved to the community grant budget.

Insurance
It was agreed that the Town Council insurances be renewed with Aviva Insurance at

a cost of £4,394.69 which is a small saving on the previous year and includes
Insurance Premium Tax.

Planning Matters
Applications for consideration

e Ref: 181494 - re-consultation
Site: Land adjacent to Spring Cottage, Headbrook
Dev: Proposed land for esidential development and associated work

together with public open space and local green space

Members noted that Herefordshire Council are currently re-consulting on this
Outline Planning consent from 2018 following the addition of further documents
on the planning website from the applicant although some concern was
expressed that the nature of the re-consultation was unclear. In particular, it
was not clear whether the consultation included the draft s106 agreement in
particular which, if agreed, might impact on the Town Council. Having originally
expressed an objection to the proposal, it was agreed that there was nothing in
the new documents that members felt altered the original comments made on
this application.

Herefordshire Local Plan

Clir. Fitton reported on the workshop on the Local Plan he had attended with the
Town Clerk during which officers from Herefordshire Council discussed the results of
the local plan place shaping consultation and the general proposals for development
within Kington going forward, the results of which concur largely with the original
Kington Area Neighbourhood Development plan. Final proposals for Kington which
are likely to include future development target of some 150 dwellings, including a
recommendation by Herefordshire Council for potential development sites, will be
included in the Draft Herefordshire Local Plan which will be the subject of a public
consultation in June/July of this year.

Support for residents during Cost of Living Crisis
There was nothing in particular to note under this agenda item but it was agreed
that this should remain as an agenda item for the next month.
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11

12

13

14

15

009-23

010-23

011-23

b)

012-23

013-23

014-23

015-23

Coronation of King Charles IlI

There are currently no proposals for celebrating the Coronation of King Charles I1I
but members noted a small allowance in the budget which might be accessible for
community groups wishing to arrange celebrations. It has been confirmed that the
King has requested that there be no beacon lighting for this event.

May 2023 Elections

It was agreed that the Town Council hold an Information Event on Saturday 18"
February from 10am — 12 noon with an exhibition identifying the achievements of
the Town Council in the past year and information on becoming and what it means
to be a Town Councillor to encourage participation generally in the elections in May.

Kington in Bloom

Planting of containers

It was agreed to accept the quotation from the previous contractor for the supply
and planting up of the containers purchased last year at a total cost of £X.
Depending upon the weather, every effort will be made to plant up the containers
before the Coronation at the beginning of May

Maintenance of containers
It was agreed to accept the quotation for the maintenance of the planters and their
contents through the growing season for 2023 at a cost of £500 plus VAT per month.

Recreation Ground memorial stone

Members noted and agreed the recommendation of the Recreation Ground Trust for
the engraving of a stone to be installed adjacent to the Covid Memorial Bench in the
Recreation Ground at a cost of £175.00.

Ambulance Response Times in Kington

Given the current crisis within the NHS it was agreed that further discussion on this
item was inappropriate at this time but an annual discussion about health services
within the town would be welcomed. It was agreed to raise this again with
particular reference to first responders with the surgery later in the year.

Market Towns Maintenance Funding
It was confirmed that the working party would meet with Balfour Beatty to review
any outstanding items and plan work for the next financial year, later this month.

Kington’s Economic Development Plan
There was nothing further to report on this agenda item as the proposed meeting
with the relevant officer of Herefordshire Council has not yet taken place.
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16

17

18

016-23
a)

b)

017-23

018-23

Reports from Committees

Committee attendance

Members were encouraged to let the Clerk know if unable to attend a committee
meeting as several have been inquorate recently and could have been rearranged if
the Clerk is notified before the agenda is published.

Services Committee
The Committee meeting scheduled for 12" December did not take place as the

meeting was inquorate

Finance and General Purposes Committee

The Committee meeting scheduled for 12t December did not take place as the
meeting was inquorate. The rescheduled meeting took place immediately prior to
full council and an oral report from Clir. R. Banks was noted.

Reports from Councillors
The following was noted under this agenda item:

e A request for information on whether Markwick Hall is to become a warm space
has not received a response

Next meeting

The next meeting of the Town Council will take place on Monday 6 February 2023
at 7.00pm in the Old Police Station. An update on the Queen’s Green Canopy was
requested as an agenda item.

There being no further business, the meeting was declared closed.

Kington Town Council: Minutes of the meeting of the Full Council on 9.1.2023 Page 5 of 15



Kington Town Council
Meeting held 9* January 2023
Appendix 1

Mayor’s Report

Having initially accepted an invitation to the Kington Community Lunch Club Christmas
meal, Clir E Bank attended instead as | had a rescheduled NHS appointment due to the
strike.

2. | understand that Rev. Ben Griffiths will be moving to a new parish in N Wales in the
Spring — clearly, he will be missed and once we know the exact dates, | would propose
the Council acknowledges his contribution to Kington in an appropriate way.

3. | attended the open day for the new Youth Club housed upstairs at the Baptist Chapel
on Bridge Street. Those volunteers | met seemed to pretty clear about the way forward
and | was able to suggest some funding sources for core funding. | also somehow
volunteered to run a “build your own gaming PC” session.

4. One of the many Christmas invites | received from other market towns was from
Leominster — this being the Victorian Christmas Fair. An excellent event and group
photos were taken of most of the Market Town mayors plus Stourbridge and our own
Sheriff with Queen Victoria.

| also found out that there are people who attend such Victorian based events dressed
as urchins...for a hobby!

5. I have been on the receiving end of many compliments over the Christmas lights.
However, | noticed that the over-street fittings seemed to remain on all night while
the others turned off at a suitably economical time.

6. In the very near future, | shall be attending:
a. Mayor’s Meeting
b. Kington Business Summit.

c. Meeting with BBLP on continuing Market Town Maintenance Fund plans
d. First 2023 Festivals Brochure meeting.
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Kington Town Council
Meeting held 9*" January 2023
Appendix 2

Clerk’s Report

This report identifies activities of the Clerk since the last meeting other than those addressed elsewhere on
the agenda or addressed by other Members as part of their report and includes some items which are for
information.

Code of Conduct Statement of Financial Interests

Members are reminded that any change in matters reported in the Statement of Financial Interests must
be notified to the Monitoring Officer within 28 days of the change. Failure to do so could, in some
circumstances, incur criminal penalties. If you are unsure whether you need to include something on
the form, please check with the Monitoring Officer or ask the Clerk. Copies of your existing
form/declaration can be obtained from the Clerk.

Apologies

Members are reminded that they are required to attend council and committee meetings and should
offer apologies if unable to attend. Apologies need to be sent to the Clerk prior to the meeting and
preferable no later than at least two hours prior to a meeting to ensure they can be received and noted
at the meeting itself.

Kington Business Summit

The next Herefordshire Council Business Summit for Kington has been arranged for Wednesday 11"
January at 5.30pm at the Burton Hotel. Members who wish to attend should book a place on this event
using the link emailed previously.

Health and Wellbeing Consultation

Herefordshire Council are currently conducting a Health and Wellbeing consultation for Herefordshire.
Links to the consultation document are available on the Herefordshire Council website.

Public Realm Annual Maintenance Plan

Balfour Beatty has indicated that it will be inviting parish and town councils to a meeting outlining their
Annual Maintenance Plan for 2023-24 on 25" January at 10.00am at the Thorn Depot in Hereford.

Local Travel Plan

Herefordshire Council has appointed consultants to review the county-wide Local Travel Plan; a
requirement for funding from HM Government. Active and sustainable travel is a government priority
and local plans must be completed by end 2023. Consultations will be held later this year and it is
particularly important for the market towns to take part.
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7. Christmas Lights

Herefordshire Council/Balfour Beatty have raised the question of permissions for Christmas Lights
installations within the Market Towns (and Hereford) and are to introduce a revised system of approvals
for the next Christmas period. Information on the requirements, and costs, are to be made available
later this year, possibly in May.
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Kington Town Council
Meeting held 9™ January 2023
Appendix 4
Approved budget and precept request 2023-2024
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