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Minutes of a meeting of Kington Recreation Trust Meeting held on Monday 3rd March 2025 at 5pm at The Old Police Station, Market Hall Street, Kington.
Present: 
Cllr. P. Sell - Chair
Cllr. E.Banks

Cllr. B. Bishop 
Cllr. N. Cornish
Cllr. E. Rolls

Cllr. R. Widdowson
Cllr. M. Woolford
In attendance: 
Liz Kelso, Clerk



Ruth Robinson, Assistant Clerk

012/25   
Apologies, Declarations of Interest and Requests for Dispensation.

Apologies were noted from Cllrs. R. Banks, T. Bounds and M. Fitton.  There were no declarations of interest and no requests for dispensation.
013/25   
Minutes

The minutes of the meeting held on 13th January 2025, which had been previously circulated, were accepted and the Chair was authorised to sign the minutes as a true record of proceedings at that meeting.
014/25

Clerk’s Report
Other than items raised elsewhere on the agenda, the Clerk noted that a final grant claim under the Community Infrastructure Fund had been submitted to Herefordshire Council for the work on the toilet block in the Recreation Ground.
015/25
  
Update on progress with Recreation Ground Cottage Project
Solicitors acting on behalf of the Trust have finally prepared the notice for the tenants with an expected date of end April when the cottage will be vacated.  Some queries were raised on the notice which the Clerk will clarify with solicitors.    It was agreed that Cllr. Rolls meets with the tenants to discuss when the property will be vacated.  

It was agreed that initially the property will be secured and insurers notified.  Cllr. Woolford will check the property once vacated.   A quotation is to be obtained from the surveyor to revisit and update the survey previously carried out so that a specification can be drawn up for the remedial work required to bring the property back to rentable standard, as agreed earlier.    Liability for council tax and utilities will fall to the Trust/Town Council as soon as the premises are vacant so a speedy turnaround is preferable.
016/25

Crooked Well Meadow
a) Update on acquisition of land
Following the payment of the fees from Herefordshire Council for this work, the transfer document has now been received from solicitors acting on behalf of Herefordshire Council.  

b) Signatories for transfer document
It was unanimously agreed that, subject to resolution of minor queries relating to the transfer, that the Mayor, Cllr. P. Sell and Deputy Mayor, Cllr. M. Woolford, be hereby authorised to sign the transfer of the land at Crooked Well on behalf of the Town Council, acting as Trustee for Kington Recreation Ground Trust.  

c) Immediate actions following the transfer of the land
It was agreed that the following actions would take place immediately following the confirmation that the land has been transferred:

· A tree safety survey to be carried out to ensure that no immediate actions are required on any of the trees on the land.    The Assistant Clerk will obtain quotations for this work.

· A survey of the play equipment on the site to ensure that no immediate actions are required in relation to any of the play equipment, including toddler play equipment, are required.

· A review of potential funding sources to replace the toddler play equipment in particular and

· The working party set up to formulate a management plan for the site would meet to begin work on proposals for the area

017/25              Update on Trust Deed reinstatement

Clerk reported on discussions with specialist solicitors who are working on a reinstatement of the missing original Trust Deed indicating that the existing copy Trust Deed can be declared as the original and confirming the Town Council as sole managing Trustee.  The estimated cost of this work will be £800.00.  It was agreed that subject to one further check for the original documentation, that the Clerk be authorised to instruct solicitors to proceed.  
018/25

Update on repairs to public right of way through the recreation ground
Despite extensive attempts at requesting that Herefordshire council, as the authority responsible for highways and public rights of way, there is no progress on obtaining repairs to the tarmac path through the Recreation Ground.  It was agreed that consideration be given to seeking funding through the lengthsman scheme for the required repairs when the scheme is open for new applications later this year.  
019/25

Next Meeting and Items for next agenda
The date for the next meeting is to be confirmed once further information on the cottage is available.  Other than items noted above, there were no further items raised for the agenda for the next meeting.  
There being no further business, the meeting was declared closed.
Kington Recreation Trust Meeting held 3.3.25
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