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Kington Town Council
The Old Police Station, Market Hall Street, Kington HR5 3DP
               Telephone 01544 239098      Mobile:  07483 914 485
email: clerk@kingtontowncouncil.gov.uk


Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on 
Monday 20th October 2025 at the Old Police Station, 
Market Hall Street, Kington

	MEMBERS PRESENT
	IN ATTENDANCE

	Cllr. P. Sell - Chair
	

	Cllr. E. Banks
	Ruth Robinson – Assistant clerk

	
	

	Cllr. B. Bishop
	1 member of the press

	Cllr. N. Cornish
	4 members of the public

	
	Cllr. T. James, Ward Councillor, Herefordshire Council

	Cllr. J. Gardner
	

	
	

	Cllr. R. Widdowson
	

	Cllr. M. Woolford
	



	Agenda Item
	
Minute
	

	1
	145-25
	To note apologies for absence, declarations of interest and requests for dispensation

	
	
	Apologies received from Cllrs E. Rolls and R. Banks and no requests for dispensation.  Cllr. N. Cornish declared an interest in agenda item 7(a). Cllr P Sell declared a personal interest in agenda item 6(c). 

	
	
	

	2
	146-25
	Minutes

	
	a) 
	The Minutes of the meeting held on 15th September 2025, which had been previously circulated, were approved and the Chairman was authorised to sign the minutes as a true record of proceedings at that meeting.  

	


	

	

	3
	147-25
	Public Participation

	
	a) 
	Police Matters

	
	
	PC Rawlinson, by email, reported two minor incidents in the town since the last meeting including a teenager on an e scooter causing a nuisance in the Recreation Ground.  Local officers will endeavour to enhance patrol of Kington Recreation Ground at weekends. There will be a police drop-in session at The Border Bean café on Thursday 6th November at 10.30am.  There were no further questions or comments.       

	
	
	

	
	b) 
	Ward Councillor Report

	
	
	Ward Councillor Terry James’ verbal report was noted including comment regarding a consultation on ward boundary changes and changes in key personnel at Herefordshire Council. 

	
	
	

	
	c) 
	Matters raised by members of the public in attendance

	
	
	Three members of the public raised concerns about the illegal parking that has got worse along the Old Eardisley Road from the junction with Suttons Walls Road to the junction with Headbrook. It was agreed that this be an agenda item for the next Planning and Environment Meeting.

	
	
	

	4
	148-25
	Mayor’s Report

	
	
	The Mayor’s report was noted.  

	
	
	

	5
	149-25
	Clerk’s Report

	
	
	There was no clerk’s report.  

	
	
	

	6
	150-25
	Financial Matters

	
	a) 
	Payments

	
	
	Payments totalling £3,227.35 (inclusive of VAT where applicable) as attached to these Minutes, were approved.

	
	
	

	
	b) 
	Receipts since the last meeting

	
	
	Herefordshire Council
Precept (2nd instalment) of £67,000.00 was noted.  

	
	
	

	
	c) 
	To consider applications for community grants

	
	
	Cllr. M. Woolford proposed that consideration of community Grant applications be delegated to Finance and General Purposes committee for consideration, and then recommendation to next Full Council on 17th November 2025. Seconded by Cllr. J. Gardner and Cllrs present voted unanimously for this decision.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	         7
	151-25
	Planning Matters

	
	a) 
	To consider planning applications now due for consideration
Ref: 224239

	
	
	Cllr R Widdowson proposed objection to this application based on the amended plans submitted, and the previously submitted plans. Seconded by Cllr. P Sell.
Following a vote, this proposal was agreed
Cllrs E. Banks, N. Cornish and M. Woolford abstained from voting.
Ref: 252608
Cllrs present unanimously agreed to raise no objections to this application.
Ref: 252862
Cllrs present unanimously agreed to raise no objections to this application.

	
	
	

	
	b) 
	To note planning decisions by HCC since last meeting

	
	
	It was noted by members that outline planning permission for building of 110 houses on land off Kingswood Road, Kington had been refused.

	
	
	

	8
	152-25
	
Update from working party on public realm funding opportunity and agree provisional list of projects for consideration.

	
	
	Members agreed on the following list of projects for consideration:
The laying of block paved pavements in the following areas
*Church Street from the existing new paving up to Doctors Lane on both sides of the road.
*Mill Street from the Market Hall to the car park on both sides of the road
*Bridge Street from the existing paving up to the bridge on the bus shelter side and as far as J Mart on the other side. 
              The insertion of two chicanes to slow down traffic, one in Church Street, just     
              below the Square and one in Victoria Road.
The creation of a virtual town square by the colouring of the road surface. This to delineate an area from the end of the High Street, the start of Church Street and Mill Street as far as the museum. This would have an additional advantage of slowing traffic in the busiest area of town and create a focal point for the town’s events. The insertion of some solar lights into the wall on the bridge in Bridge Street which is very dark and dangerous to pedestrians at night as the existing street lighting is poor.

	
	
	

	9
	153-25
	Update on Christmas Lights event

	
	
	Chamber of Trade reported that the Ukelele Band have been booked as have the Pizza stall. Also reported that a ‘festive’ screen  for the white boarding has been purchased. Also reported that volunteers from members of the council to help at the event would be very much appreciated.

	
	
	


	10
	154-25
	Update on proposals for Armed Forces Day 2026

	
	
	Cllr Sell reported that an initial discussion had taken place. The date is set for the 27th June 2026. He also reported that he will give a full report from working party at Full council Meeting on 17th November 2025

	
	
	

	11
	155-25
	To consider response to the proposal for a Local Resolution Protocol under The Code of Conduct

	
	
	It was proposed by Cllr. P. Sell that the council should maintain the Kington Town Council’s current code of conduct which is in place as he feels that this is an adequate process. Seconded by Cllr M. Woolford. Voted by members and agreed unanimously.


	
	
	  

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	 

	
	
	

	      12
	156-25
	To note reports from committees

	
	
	Nothing to report at this time

	
	
	

	13
	157-25
	Reports from Councillors

	
	
	Cllr M. Woolford reported that following a meeting with Jonathan Lester regarding repair to the Market Hall that he had been assured that following listed building consent to repair the Market Hall and reroof the Coach House, both repairs will be carried out. But no timescale at this moment.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	14.
	158-25.
	Items for the next agenda and date and time of next meeting.

	
	
	*Request from PS for Armed Forces Day update to be placed on agenda 
*Community Grants approvals following recommendations from F and GP mtg scheduled 3/11 (
*Update on 20mph zone as requested by RW
* Loss of Air Ambulance as requested by RW
Date and time of next meeting 6pm 17th November 2025.

	
	
	

There being no further business, the Chairman declared the meeting closed.
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KINGTON TOWN COUNCIL
Meeting held on Monday 15th September 2025
Agenda item 4:  Mayor’s Report
Mayor’s Report : September 2025

Activities since my last report: Verbal report 15th July

I have attended a number of functions  

17/7 Summer Party with High Sherriff at Winsley Park Farm

26/7 The Opening Service for the Three Choirs Festival followed by Civic Lunch.

12/9 Attended a meeting at LHS to discuss a visit form their School Council to Kington Town Council.

12/9 Invited to opening of hART exhibition at Pear Tree Farm Barn Huntington 

12/9 Invited to opening of hART exhibition at The Old Picture House.

Forthcoming Events to note:

Wednesday 17th July at 5pm Litter pick ready for Kington walking Festival.

23rd September. 4.30pm I have been in discussion with Jo Arnold, the Developer of the Old Bank at High Cross. He has offered us the chance to come to view the work that is nearing completion.  Please let me know if you intend to come, so that I can give him an indication of numbers. (Also, please be prepared to remove your shoes to avoid marking the new carpets.)

Sunday 5th October, I will be attending the Shrieval Service at Hereford Cathedral. 

Tuesday 14th. Mayors Meeting in Hereford.





Philip J G Sell.   
Mayor of KingtonI

KINGTON TOWN COUNCIL
Meeting held on Monday 15th September 2025
Agenda item 5:  Clerk’s Report

This report identifies activities of the Clerk since the last meeting other than those addressed elsewhere on the agenda or addressed by other Members as part of their report and includes some items which are for information only.


1. Councillor Vacancies

Councillors are reminded that we still have several vacancies that can now be filled by co-option.  Please ask anyone who might be interested in serving their community to contact the Town Clerk for information on what the role entails.

2. Community Grant Scheme

The first round of applications for community grants of up to £500.00 has now been opened and constituted community and voluntary groups are invited to apply.  Details of the scheme and an application form can be found on the website and there are posters on notice boards.  Councillors are encouraged to pass details on to any community groups that might benefit from the scheme and further information is available from the Clerk, if required.

3. Kington Vintage

Apart from a small issue on access to the Recreation Ground for the Kington Vintage event over the weekend of 16th/17th August, the event took place in glorious weather and without any (obvious!) issues.  Congratulations to the organising committee for another successful event.

4. Welsh Water Emergency Repairs

Emergency repairs by Welsh Water on Friday 15th August resulting in an emergency closure of the High Street in Kington has caused some concern amongst local residents and retailers in the Town.  All road closures, including emergency ones, must be authorized by Herefordshire Council/Balfour Beatty and this was no exception although the requirement to notify local residents and the town council doesn’t appear to have taken place.  Given that this was the day before Kington Vintage when the town was busier than usual with visitors, exhibitors were attempting to access the Recreation Ground and there was a medical emergency at the Co-op made this a particularly difficult day.   Clearly there are lessons to be learned from the day and the Clerk has had discussions with the traffic management team at Balfour Beatty about appropriate signage about any closure of the High Street being positioned early enough, consultation even in the event of an emergency situation and a proper recognition of the difficulties of the narrow streets and busy junctions rather than relying on google maps for advice on road layouts.  Balfour Beatty are holding discussions with Welsh Water to ensure that the leak that was not identified on the day is repaired in a manner which is less disruptive to the Town.

Sadly the medical emergency which occurred on the day did not have a good outcome and I am sure Members would want our condolences passed to the family of the individual concerned.  Some reports suggested that there was difficulty in accessing the defibrillator at the Market Hall although access is via a code supplied by the ambulance service which has worked well in the past.  It is not clear why this was an issue this time but thanks must go to the Welsh Water operatives who came forward to help and got the equipment to the right place as swiftly as possible.

Since mid August there has been a further two water leaks in or adjacent to Kingswood Road resulting in a closure of that road over a period of several days.  

5. Parish Summit

The next Herefordshire Council Parish Summit which is for town and parish councils in Herefordshire will take place on Tuesday 7th October 2025 in Hereford.  Town Councillors are welcome to attend this evening event.  More details, including an agenda, will be available shortly but will include information on the Parish Charter and the next stages of this project.  

6. Staff Absence

The Clerk will be absent from 1st October for surgery, returning towards the end of November.  The assistant clerk will be on annual leave from 22nd September to 6th October.

7. Salaries

Members will be aware that Town Council staff are paid in accordance with nationally agreed salary scales agreed by the National Joint Council for Local Government Services.  With effect from 1st April 2025 there has been a small increase agreed for local council staff amounting to approximately 3.2% which has been paid to staff in August, backdated to 1st April in accordance with staff contracts of employment.   This increase is within that included in the budget for 2025/6. 



8. Benches outside library

The benches outside of the library are to be removed temporarily whilst scaffolding is in place at the library.





KINGTON TOWN COUNCIL
Meeting held on Monday 15th September 2025
Agenda item 6(a):  Payment schedule
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