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	Kington Town Council
Email:  clerk@kingtontowncouncil.gov.uk 
Web site: www.kingtontowncouncil.gov.uk
		
Minutes of the Planning & Environment Committee

Monday 13th April 2026  
6.00pm
at the Old Police Station, Market Hall Street, Kington.
	




	PRESENT
	IN ATTENDANCE

	Cllr. M. Woolford - Chair
	

	Cllr. E. Banks
	Michael Greenfield – Town Clerk

	Cllr. B. Bishop
	Ruth Robinson – Assistant Clerk

	Cllr. N. Cornish
	No members of the public

	Cllr. E. Rolls
	

	Cllr. P. Sell
	

	Cllr. R. Widdowson
	

	
	

	
	




	Minute
	Agenda item
	

	
	
	

	P&E 019-26
	1
	Apologies, Declarations of Interest and Requests for Dispensation

	
	
	There were no apologies.
Cllr. P Sell declared a personal interest in agenda item 4(c) relating to Allotments and 4(f) relating to Churchyard Maintenance.
Cllr. E. Banks declared a personal interest in agenda item 4(f) relating to Churchyard Maintenance.
There were no requests for dispensation.

	
	
	

	P&E 020-26
	2
	Minutes

	
	
	Minutes of the meeting held on 2nd March 2026 were approved and the Chair was authorised to sign the Minutes as a true record of proceedings at that meeting.

	
	
	

	P&E 021-26     
	3
	Planning and Licensing Matters

	
	a) 
	Planning applications now due for consideration 

	
	
	
· Ref:	            260635
Site:		Lady Hawkins School
Dev:		Construction of permanent classroom block and vertical platform lift with link bridge following removal of existing mobile classrooms.

RESOLVED: No objection and to support the application. 

	
	
	

	
	b) 
	Planning enforcement action
None received. 

	
	
	

	
	c) 
	Planning decisions by Herefordshire Council since the last meeting
None received.

	
	
	

	P&E 022-26    
	4
	Environmental Matters:

	
	
	a) Town Centre

To note letter from Openreach regarding installation of telegraph poles in Headbrook and Bridge Street.

Cllr. Widdowson introduced the correspondence in relation to Open Reach and the wider impact the work will have on the town, as replicated in other areas across the country.

Members expressed concern as to the long-term plan from Open Reach within Kington.

RESOLVED: That Cllr. Widdowson and the Clerk write to Open Reach and invite them to Kington, to enable them to discuss their work within the local area.

To note request from Cllr. Cornish regarding empty shop premises.

Cllr. Cornish expressed concern regarding several empty shops in the town, in addition Members highlighted several other concerns, which could possibly be a danger to the public, if possible further damage occurred to buildings.  
One highlighted vacant property is the Headley Simcock building.
Herefordshire Council may be unaware as to the state of various vacant properties in Kington.  
Members to provide the Clerk with details of vacant properties of concern, including addresses. 

RESOLVED: That the Clerk write to Herefordshire Council regarding vacant properties, to ascertain what they can do, using their statutory powers. 

b) Planters and Floral Displays

To note quotation for planting up floral displays and baskets for 2026-2027.

RESOLVED: Approve recommendation to Full Council for the quote of £2890+VAT

To note quotation for maintenance of floral displays and baskets for 2026-2027.

RESOLVED: Approve recommendation to Full Council for the quote of £650+VAT per month payable until 31st October 2026

Members commented that in future at least one other quote will be required for this type of work.

c) Allotments

Cllr. Sell commented that the electrical work had been completed and access points were not damaged. 

d) Footpath and Highway matters

To note email from member of public regarding A44 drains and missing sign. 

Members discussed:
· the drains and gulleys that required clearing and cleaning.  
· Balfour Beatty engaging with some rural councils on clearance management.
· Tree Wardens who may have some responsibility in highlighting the issues of tree issues to Balfour Beatty.
· Sunset Row road sign being missing.

RESOLVED: Clerk to write to Herefordshire Council highlighting the concerns from Members and the public regarding drains and trees in Mill Street and surrounding areas.

e) War Memorial

A pre-grant application to be submitted regarding the War Memorial.
Further updates will be provided at the next meeting.

f) Churchyard Maintenance

To note request and discussion with PCC to include ‘wild meadow’ area within the churchyard.

A ‘wild meadow’ is to be developed, with a view to mow the meadow at the end of June, which will encourage daisies and buttercups.

To note request from PCC for grit bin and grit to be provided for the access road into the church.

It was noted that there is a grit bin on the pavement outside of the church, which is the responsibility of Herefordshire Council.

It was suggested that the church could use the grit bin on the road and approach a local quarry for additional grit/stones for the church.

g) Litter and Pavement Sweeping

Members commented that this is an on-going issue within the town.
Cllr. Sell will be visiting a local school in the coming few days and will speak with the children to see if they can design a poster to deter litter.
Cllr. Sell and Cllr. Woolford are to investigate the location, purchasing and emptying of x6 dog bins for the town.

Members commented that some dog bins have bag dispensers, which may encourage owners to put the dog waste into bins.
Members suggested that an article be produced, asking for volunteers to empty the dog bins.

RESOLVED: Cllr. Sell & Cllr. Woolford to investigate the locations, purchasing and Cllr. Bishop the emptying of x6 dog bins for the town and work with other Members to identify volunteers to empty the dog bins.

h) Update on proposal for 20mph zone in Kington

Cllr. Woolford outlined the proposal and commented that 20mph zone background papers will be available at Full Council on 20th April 2026.

i) Flooding

To note ‘Flooding Projections’ Paper by Cllr. Widdowson

Cllr. Widdowson outlined flooding issues.  This included information on Herefordshire Council’s Climate Change and Adaptation Plan 2023-28
Adapting to a changing climate - Herefordshire Council 

It was commented that Kington is listed as the second highest risk flood hazard catchment in the county.
Members also commented that fire is a risk within the town, due to old timber buildings.

RESOLVED: That the Clerk investigate a Resilience/Emergency Plan Template

Cllr. Widdowson was thanked for his work.

	
	
	

	P&E 023-26
	5
	Update on Public Realm Funding  

	


	


	
Cllr. Woolford has been in contact with Herefordshire Council regarding the upcoming dates of events across the town, which he has provided to Herefordshire Council.
Cllr. Woolford will be notified of dates that they will be working in Kington, with the expectation being that the dates of work will not coincide with the various scheduled events.

Market Hall

Cllr. Woolford has been in contact with Herefordshire Council regarding the upcoming dates of events across the town, which he has provided to Herefordshire Council.
Cllr. Woolford has also provided the dates to Cllr. Lester.

	
	
	

	P&E 024-26
	6
	Date and time of next meeting  

	
	
	The next Planning and Environment Committee meeting is scheduled for Monday 11th May at 6pm.   

There being no further business, the meeting was declared closed.  

	
	
	





Planning & Environment Committee meeting held 13.4.2026
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