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	Kington Town Council
Email:  clerk@kingtontowncouncil.gov.uk 
Web site: www.kingtontowncouncil.gov.uk
		
Minutes of the Full Council Meeting 

Monday 20th April 2026  
6.00pm
at the Old Police Station, Market Hall Street, Kington. 
HR5 3DP
	




	PRESENT
	IN ATTENDANCE

	Cllr. P. Sell - Chair
	

	Cllr. E. Banks
	Michael Greenfield – Town Clerk

	Cllr. R. Banks
	Ruth Robinson – Assistant Clerk

	Cllr. N. Cornish
	1 member of the press

	Cllr. J. Gardner
	4 members of the public

	Cllr. R. Morgan
	Cllr. T. James, Ward Councillor, Herefordshire Council 

	Cllr. E. Rolls
	

	Cllr. R. Widdowson
	

	Cllr. M. Woolford
	




	Agenda item
	Minute
	

	
	
	

	1 
	FC 059-26
	Apologies, Declarations of Interest and Requests for Dispensation

	
	
	Apologies were accepted from Cllr T. Bounds.
There were no requests for dispensation.

	
	
	

	2
	FC 060-26
	Minutes

	
	
	Minutes of the meeting held on 16th March 2026 were approved and the Chair was authorised to sign the Minutes as a true record of proceedings at that meeting.

	
	
	

	3
	FC 061-26     
	Public Participation:

	
	a) 
	Police matters: 

	
	
	PC Rawlinson, reported by email, that on the 24th March 2026 police conducted a warrant at an address on Headbrook, Kington. One individual was arrested for production of cannabis. It is an on-going investigation.
29th March 2026 a report was received of an individual driving under the influence in Kington, the individual was arrested.

	
	
	

	
	b) 
	To receive the ward councillors report:
Ward Councillor T James’ verbal report was noted, including comments on devolution Devolution - Herefordshire Council  and changes to key personnel in Herefordshire Council, with a decision on key personnel to be taken by Herefordshire Council on Thursday 23rd April 2026.

	
	
	

	
	c) 
	To receive matters raised by members of the public present:
Members of the public raised concerns regarding a footpath closure opposite Rock Cottage by the metal footbridge.
A resident has arranged to meet the Footpath Officer to find out why there is a closure.

The Clerk will also contact the Footpath Officer to find out why there is a closure.

	
	
	

	4
	FC 062-26
	Mayor’s Report
The Mayor’s report, as attached, was noted.

	
	
	

	5
	FC 063-26
	Clerk’s Report  

	
	
	The Clerk’s report, as attached, was noted.

	
	
	

	6
	FC 064-26
	Financial Matters:  
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FC 077-26


     
	a) Payments:
Payments totalling £10,754.96 (inclusive of VAT where applicable) as attached to these Minutes, were approved.
RESOLVED: That the payments totalling £10,754.96 be approved.

b) Receipts:
Herefordshire Council 
Precept (1st instalment) of £86,500 was noted.

c) Independent Audit Service:   
RESOLVED: That Mulberry Local Authority Services Ltd. be the independent auditor for 2026/2027 at a cost of £80.00 per hour, with travel costs (for on-site visits) billed at the standard HMRC rate of 45p per mile.

Update on asset transfer – Kington Public Toilets:
No update.

Update on Public Realm Funding and agree changes:
Cllr. M Woolford commented that he has provided dates of various events occurring in Kington to council officers at Herefordshire Council, which they have acknowledged. 
Car parking signs are still an issue relating to entrances of the town.
The Planning & Environment Committee will engage with the Kington Chamber of Trade regarding signage.
Cllr. Woolford provided an update from Herefordshire Council regarding the Market Hall.  

Update on Proposals for Armed Forces Day and agree programme of activities:
Cllr. P Sell provided a verbal update on Armed Forces Day.
The event is scheduled at Lady Hawkins School, Park View, Kington HR5 3AR.  Date: Saturday 27th June 2026.
A £1,090.00 application has been submitted to the Armed Forces Day grant process and a decision is pending.  

Cllr. P Sell thanked the Assistant Clerk and the volunteers for their help and assistance.

Update on proposal for CCTV in Kington:
The Kington Chamber of Trade is to resend cctv information to the Clerk.

To note reports from committees and approve recommendations:
Members noted the report from the Planning and Environment Committee held on 13th April 2026.
Quotes for planters and floral displays and baskets for 2026-2027:
RESOLVED: That the quote for planters and floral displays and baskets for 2026-2027 from J & P Turner, to be planted in May 2026, for £2890 + VAT be approved.

Quote for maintenance of floral displays and baskets for 2026-2027:
RESOLVED: That the quote for maintenance of floral displays and baskets (planters and baskets) for 2026-2027, ending 31st October at the latest, from J & P Turner for £650 per month + VAT be approved.

To consider application for Drainage Grant 2026/2027 from HCC:
RESOLVED: Not to proceed with the grant.

To consider application for Traffic Regulation Order:
Cllr. M Woolford introduced the background to the proposal.
Council to notify Kington Chamber of Trade of the proposal.
RESOLVED: That a Traffic Regulation Order request for a 20mph zone be submitted to Herefordshire Council.

To consider linkage with Kington Chamber of Trade
Cllr. B Widdowson introduced the background to the proposal.  The aim is to provide synchronicity of meetings between the Kington Chamber of Trade and the Town Council.
It was noted that Cllr. R Morgan is a member of the Chamber of Trade, by virtue of his work, and that he would be a suitable nominated Council representative for the Kington Chamber of Trade for next year. 
 RESOLVED: That the Kington Chamber of Trade is added to the council agenda, as an agenda item.
RESOLVED: That a joint discussion occurs between the Kington Chamber of Trade and the Town Council. 
RESOLVED: That the paper ‘Linkage with Kington Chamber of Trade’ be on the 18th of May 2026 agenda for further discussion.

To consider Grant Application- SmokeFest:
The Grant application was reviewed and Members identified that it missed the previous year’s deadline and that it is not within the normal grant allocation period.  Members further identified that the event was of importance for the local community. 
RESOLVED: That the grant to SmokeFest for £500 be approved, from the 2026/2027 budget, subject to suitable banking arrangements. 

Correspondence received:
a) Consider response to Public Consultation launched by John Campion Police and Crime Commissioner, West Mercia.
RESOLVED:  That the Clerk circulates the public consultation link and that Members undertake their own responses.
Public consultation - police force mergers | West Mercia PCC 

b) Cricket Club – Thank you for the grant.
Noted.

Reports from Councillors:
Cllr. E Rolls commented on the River Arrow Trust and that they are offering opportunities to meet councils.  It was suggested that it would be worthwhile contacting them to invite them to a council meeting.

Items for the next agenda and date and time of next meeting:
The next meeting will be Monday May 18th at 6pm in the Old Police Station, Market Hall Street, Kington. HR5 3DP
Items for the agenda:

· Relationship with Kington Chamber of Trade

Exclusion of the Public
To consider the resolution that due to the confidential nature of the
business of the next agenda item, that members of the public be 
excluded from the following agenda item in accordance with the 
provisions of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 (3)
RESOLVED: That due to the confidential nature of the business 
of the next agenda item, that members of the public be excluded
from the following agenda item in accordance with the provisions 
of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 (3).



To consider nominees for the Mayors Award
RESOLVED: That Emma Hancocks be awarded the Mayor’s Award for 2025/2026.
RESOLVED: That Liz Kelso, former Town Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer for Kington Town Council, receive a Special Award from the Mayor at the event on Thursday 21st May 2026, in recognition of her service to Kington Town Council and the town.  
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Activities since the last report 16-03-26

17th March: (am):  Attended an Armed Forces Covenant Partnership Breakfast (8am start) at The Shell Store, Rotherwas. A very interesting meeting where I was able to link up with various organisations/leaders who are keen to contribute to our AFD in June. I have since had further contact with the coordinator of Military Charities and RAF cadets, etc.

17th March (pm): I was invited to meet the Kington Veterans Association at the monthly meeting in OAK. They are keen to participate in the AFD and will be helping to set up and run the Veterans Tent on the day.

18th  March: Attended the Primary School to speak to their School Council about how the Town Council works and to hear their ideas and plans.

19th March:  Attended the opening ceremony for the new SEND facilities at the Primary School
                           
                     I attended the AGM of the Community shop, held at OAK. 

23rd March : We held another planning meeting for AFD at the Old Police Station. Plans are coming    
                     together well

28th March:  Attended the Declaration of the new High Sheriff at the Cathedral, followed by a    
                    reception. I have invited the High Sheriff to visit the town and to attend AFD

30th March:  The Assistant Clerk and I completed a funding application for AFD activities .  We have  
                     requested a grant of around £1000 for MOD and expect to hear if we are successful  
                     shortly.

7th April:     I met with fellow Councillors from the interview panel to welcome Michael Greenfield,  
                   our  new Clerk and RFO to his first day of work, and to sign a contract of employment.  
                   WELCOME TO HIM!!

14th April: Attended the Mayors’ meeting at Plough Lane and was joined by our new clerk. There was a very interesting talk from the out -going High Sherriff and a presentation on grants and funding available to individuals, groups and council via Hereford Council

15th April: I went to take Assembly at the Primary School. It was asked to base it on the theme of respect. At the end of the assembly, I talked about as well as showing respect to each other, we should also show respect for places, our countryside and the town in which we live. This led to me inviting them to design posters be encouraging people not to drop litter/ to clean up their dog mess and to care for our town. I hope we will end up with some useful posters to display around the town.

16th We help another update AFD  meeting and considered progress against the plan . Actions: PS and EB to draw up a list of those to be invited to attend. Further work required on posters /flier design by early May. Confirmation of Food/drink outlets. Work on risk assessment and publicity the next priorities.

A very busy month!

Forthcoming Events

On Wednesday 22nd April, I have invited representatives from the OAK, CLC and St Mary’s to meet together to conduct a ‘mapping exercise’ showing what we currently offer across those groups to support families. young people, the elderly, mums and toddlers, etc. To see where the gaps are, what else we might do to improve the range and offer of what might be done and to ensure there isn’t  replication of the same sort of things at the same time.

One Friday 24th April, I have been invited to attend the presentation of the King’s Award for Community service being made to Kington Walks. The Lord Lieutenant will present the award on behalf of the King. A great honour for the organisation and for our town.

Sunday 26th April: I have been invited to attend the Annual Mayor Making Ceremony for the 645th    Mayor of Hereford !

Friday 1st May:  I have been invited to open the Made in the Marches Exhibition at St Mary’s Church. This event is great show case of the huge range of talent and artistry in our local community and a chance to celebrate our cultural heritage.

Tuesday 5th May: I will attend the opening ceremony of the May Fair in the grounds of Hereford Cathedral


Cllr. Philip J G Sell.
Mayor of Kington
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Meeting held on Monday 20th April 2026
Agenda item 5:  Clerk’s Report  

This report identifies activities of the Clerk since the last meeting other than those addressed elsewhere on the agenda or addressed by other Members as part of their report and includes some items which are for information only.

1. Clerk Started 7th April 2026
Michael Greenfield started on Tuesday 7th April 2026.

2. Herefordshire Domestic Rates Demand for 2026/27

The council has received the notification for the property address of the Old Police Station.  
The total amount due is £00.00.

3. Parish Priorities
The Clerk is checking with council remain speeding, drugs and ASB.
This information can be communicated to the police and the residents, as part of the 

4. John Campion Police and Crime Commissioner for West Mercia.
· A three-month public consultation that has been launched.
· He is seeking community views on the government’s proposals to reduce the number of police forces across England and Wales. 
· The government proposal is to significantly reduce the current 43 police forces to approximately 10 to 15 regional forces. 
The Commissioner has provided a link to the West Mercia Police website, which includes some Q&As on the subject to assist with any questions you or your constituents and colleagues may have.
Further details via these links:
· Website: Public consultation - police force mergers | West Mercia PCC 
· Consultation: Public consultation- police force mergers  

5. Mayors Meeting 
The Clerk attended the county wide Mayors’ meeting held on 14th April 2026, with the Mayor of Kington. 
This was an opportunity to meet the High Sheriff for the county, 2026-2027, Tamsin Clive, and to hear about the work of other towns across the county. 

6. Kington Town Council Facebook Page 
Kington Town Council has a Facebook page.
If you would like articles or information to be published, please send them to Ruth or myself.
Link: (2) Facebook
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	Kington Town Council

	
	Schedule of payments to be approved on 20th April 2026

	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Voucher #
	Payee
	Payment type:
	Detail
	 
	Minute Ref.
	 Net 
	 VAT 
	 Total Payment 

	Payments now due 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 £                          -   

	1
	HMRC
	BACS
	Tax & NI due on March 2026 salaries
	 
	 
	 £        2,607.28 
	 
	 £               2,607.28 

	2
	Rural Services Partnership 
	BACS
	Rural Market Town Group Membership
	 
	 
	 £           110.25 
	 £             22.05 
	 £                  132.30 

	3
	Vision ICT
	BACS
	Email Hosting for June 2026 to May 2027
	 
	 
	 £           320.00 
	 £             64.00 
	 £                  384.00 

	4
	Rialtas 
	BACS
	Alpha Annual Software Support
	 
	 
	 £           210.00 
	 £             42.00 
	 £                  252.00 

	5
	Herefordshire Council
	BACS
	Rent: Period 01.05.26 to 31.05.26
	 
	 
	 £           190.00 
	 £                   -   
	 £                  190.00 

	6
	J & P Turner
	BACS
	Planters Maintenance for month to 31.03.26
	 
	 
	 £           200.00 
	 £             40.00 
	 £                  240.00 

	7
	Lloyds Bank
	DD - 16.03.26
	Credit Card Charge HP Instant Ink 
	 
	 
	 £             20.99 
	 £               3.00 
	 £                    23.99 

	8
	Kington Quarterly 
	BACS
	2 Page advert 
	 
	 
	 £           300.00 
	 £                   -   
	 £                  300.00 

	9
	Eon -Next
	DD- 24.04.26
	Rec Grant Utilities (Toilet Block) 26.11.20-30.10.24
	 
	 
	 £        1,697.66 
	 £             84.89 
	 £               1,782.55 

	10
	Eon- Next
	DD - 09.04.26
	Rec Ground Utilities (Toilet Block) 01.03.26 - 31.03.26
	 
	 
	 £             61.75 
	 £               3.09 
	 £                    64.84 

	11
	Owen Whittall
	BACS
	Rec Grant Tree Works 07.04.26
	 
	 
	 £        1,200.00 
	 £           240.00 
	 £               1,440.00 

	12
	Owen Whittall
	BACS
	Rec Grant Tree - Crooked Meadow 
	 
	 
	 £        2,780.00 
	 £           556.00 
	 £               3,336.00 

	13
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 £                          -   

	14
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 £                          -   

	15
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 £                          -   

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 £                          -   

	 
	 
	 
	Total payments this month excluding salaries
	 
	 
	 £        9,697.93 
	 £        1,055.03 
	 £             10,752.96 

	
	 
	 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	FOR INFORMATION
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total of payments made through grants received:
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Total of payments made as a grant
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 £                          -   

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 £                          -   

	Total salaries (net) paid March 2026
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 £               5,838.41 

	Total tax & NI on March salaries
	
	
	
	
	
	
	£2,607.28
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