Herefordshire Council

Advice on litigation arising from carrying out grass cutting
This page details the best advice about the potential for litigation against individuals who cut the verges alongside their property.

The position of an ordinary person who cuts the grass from outside their own or someone else's property is that they would only be liable for an accident if:

· Their efforts actually made the verge less safe than it was with the grass uncut

· They should have foreseen the likelihood of someone being injured as a result

· Someone actually gets injured

· The injury is the result of their efforts and

· The person injured decides to sue them

In most cases people will be improving the situation, in which case no liability could arise.

While there is a theoretical possibility of liability arising if a person cut the grass in an area and in the process, or as a result they caused an accident, we do not think that this should discourage people from cutting the grass on public open spaces and highway verges, particularly in residential streets where traffic volumes and speeds are comparatively low.

